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e
lizabeth died early on 24 March 1603, but not before she
had signified that James VI of Scotland should succeed her.
The privy council at once issued a proclamation of the Scottish
king's accession as James I of England, in a form to which he
had previously assented. His peaceful accession was welcomed
with practical unanimity, and, we are told, 'the like joy, both
in London and all parts of England, was never known',1 The
king spent a month on his progress from Edinburgh to London,
and the first impressions his new subjects gained were favour-
able. For the moment his defects were concealed, and his good
qualities were visible to all. His familiarity and courtesy were
praised on every side,2 and his xcal for hunting endeared him
at once to many. The gentry who flocked to see him were
rewarded by knighthoods, with a profusion far in excess of any
previous grants.3
James determined to make no radical changes among the
ministers who had served Elizabeth. He had already assured
Cecil that he regarded him as his principal upholder,4 and con-
tinued him in office as chief adviser. The choice was the best
possible, and until his death, in xGia, Cecil restrained the king
from such graver follies as then followed. Unfortunately, how-
ever, Cecil, for all his integrity,5 tireless industry, and adminis-
trative skill, could do little more than project into the future the
worn-out ideals of the past. He was, like his royal master, totally
unable to appreciate the aims or principles of those who differed
from him, and could never understand either Bacon or Raleigh*
In common with most sublime mediocrities, he distrusted original
 *	Hist. M8S. Cornet Salisbury M8S. (1930), xv. «6.
 *	Ibid., p, 88.
3	In two months James created as msiny knights as Klixatath in the last ten
years of her reign. 2)acon wrote to Cecil, 3 July 1603: *i*V>r this almost prostituted
title of knighthood I could now without charge by your means be content to have
itj both because of this late disgrace* and because I have three new knights in my
mess in Gray's Inn commons, and because I have found out an alderman's daughter,
a handsome maiden, to my liking*. (Ibid., p. 167.)
4	Ibid,, pp. 10, aB.
5	He wrote in 1603: 'Honesty having ever been the greatest study of my life*.
(Ibid., p- 58.)

